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National foreword

This Draft for Development was prepared by Subcommittee B/525/6, and is the 
English language version of ENV 1996-3:1999, Eurocode 6: Design of masonry 
structures — Part 3: Simplified calculation methods and simple rules for 
masonry, published by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN). This 
Draft for Development also includes the United Kingdom (UK) National 
Application Document (NAD) to be used with the ENV for the design of masonry 
structures to be constructed in the UK.

ENV 1996-3:1999 results from a programme of work sponsored by the European 
Commission to make available a common set of rules for the design of building 
and civil engineering works.

This publication is not to be regarded as a British Standard.

An ENV is made available for provisional application during a trial period of use 
of three years, but does not have the status of a European Standard. The aim is 
to use the experience gained period to modify the ENV so that it can be adopted 
as a European Standard. The publication of this ENV and its NAD should be 
considered to supersede any reference to a British Standard in previous DD ENV 
Eurocodes concerning the subject covered by these documents.

The values for certain parameters in the ENV Eurocodes may be set by individual 
CEN Members so as to meet the requirements of national regulations. These 
parameters are designated by ��(boxed values in the ENV.

During the ENV period of validity, reference should be made to the supporting 
documents listed in the NAD. The purpose of the NAD is to provide essential 
information, particularly in relation to safety, to enable the ENV to be used for 
masonry structures constructed in the UK and the NAD takes precedence over 
corresponding provisions in the ENV.

Approved Document A to The Building Regulations 1991 [1], draws designers’ 
attention to the potential use of ENV Eurocodes as an alternative approach to 
Building Regulation compliance. ENV 1996-3 has been thoroughly examined over 
a period of several years and is considered to offer such an alternative approach, 
when used in conjunction with this NAD.

Compliance with ENV 1996-3:1999 and this NAD does not in itself confer 
immunity from legal obligations.

Users of this document are invited to comment on its technical content, ease of 
use and any ambiguities or anomalies. These comments will be taken into account 
when preparing the UK national response to CEN to the question of whether the 
ENV can be converted to an EN.

Comments should be sent in writing to BSI, British Standards House, 
389 Chiswick High Road, London W4 4AL, quoting the document reference, the 
relevant clause and, where possible, a proposed revision.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to vi, the 
ENV title page, pages 2 to 39 and a back cover. 

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
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Introduction

This National Application Document (NAD) has been prepared by Subcommittee B/525/6, Use of masonry. 
It has been developed from a textual examination of ENV 1996-3:1999.

It is anticipated that ENV 1996-3:1999 will have little general application in the UK. It is not a substitute 
for Approved Document A to the Building Regulations, and produces load bearing designs which are more 
conservative than either ENV 1996-1-1:1996 or BS 5628-1:1992. However, the simple rules for 
unreinforced basement walls and non-load bearing internal walls may be useful.

It should be noted that this NAD, in common with ENV 1996-3 and supporting European Standards, uses 
a comma (,) where a decimal point (.) would be traditionally used in the UK.

1 Scope 
This NAD provides information required to enable ENV 1996-3:1999 to be used for the design of buildings 
to be constructed in the UK. 

2 Normative references
The following normative documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute 
provisions of this NAD. For dated references, subsequent amendments to, or revisions of, any of these 
publications do not apply. For undated references, the latest edition of the publication referred to applies.

BS 648, Schedule of weights of building materials.

BS 6399-1, Loading for buildings — Part 1: Code of practice for dead and imposed loads.

DD ENV 1996-1-1:1996, Eurocode 6 — Design of masonry structures — Part 1-1: General rules for 
buildings — Rules for reinforced and unreinforced masonry (together with United Kingdom National 
Application Document). 

3 Boxed values
In general, the boxed values in ENV 1996-3:1999 should be used, but the boxed value of 50 mm, in C.1 (2) 
should be taken to be 75 mm in the UK.

4 Loading codes
The loading codes given in BS 648 and BS 6399-1 should be used.

5 Reference standards
The supporting standards to be used, including materials specifications and standards for construction 
should be those given in Table 4 of the NAD to ENV 1996-1-1:1996.

6 Additional recommendations
In determining the vertical loading category from Table B.1 of ENV 1996-3:1999, the floor and roof 
elements included are assumed to be of concrete construction. Timber floors and roofs should be 
disregarded when using Table B.1 of ENV 1996-3:1999 in the UK.
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BSI — British Standards Institution
BSI is the independent national body responsible for preparing 
British Standards. It presents the UK view on standards in Europe and at the 
international level. It is incorporated by Royal Charter.

Revisions

British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of 
British Standards should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or 
editions.

It is the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services. 
We would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using 
this British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee 
responsible, the identity of which can be found on the inside front cover. 
Tel: 020 8996 9000. Fax: 020 8996 7400.

BSI offers members an individual updating service called PLUS which ensures 
that subscribers automatically receive the latest editions of standards.

Buying standards

Orders for all BSI, international and foreign standards publications should be 
addressed to Customer Services. Tel: 020 8996 9001. Fax: 020 8996 7001. 
Standards are also available from the BSI website at http://www.bsi-global.com.

In response to orders for international standards, it is BSI policy to supply the 
BSI implementation of those that have been published as British Standards, 
unless otherwise requested.

Information on standards

BSI provides a wide range of information on national, European and 
international standards through its Library and its Technical Help to Exporters 
Service. Various BSI electronic information services are also available which give 
details on all its products and services. Contact the Information Centre. 
Tel: 020 8996 7111. Fax: 020 8996 7048.

Subscribing members of BSI are kept up to date with standards developments 
and receive substantial discounts on the purchase price of standards. For details 
of these and other benefits contact Membership Administration. 
Tel: 020 8996 7002. Fax: 020 8996 7001. Further information about BSI is 
available on the BSI website at http://www.bsi-global.com.

Copyright

Copyright subsists in all BSI publications. BSI also holds the copyright, in the 
UK, of the publications of the international  standardization bodies. Except as 
permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any 
means –  electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise – without prior written 
permission from BSI.

This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the standard, 
of necessary details such as symbols, and size, type or grade designations. If these 
details are to be used for any other purpose than implementation then the prior 
written permission of BSI must be obtained.

If permission is granted, the terms may include royalty payments or a licensing 
agreement. Details and advice can be obtained from the Copyright Manager. 
Tel: 020 8996 7070.


