Steve Burns

I practice permaculture on Chestnut Farm, my 8 acre property in Victoria, Australia.  I’m founder & convenor of a very active local group: Ballarat Permaculture Guild.  I have degrees in Education and Psychology and my professional career has been in the training.  I’ve taught in permaculture design courses, introductory workshops and specific skills workshops.  I’m particularly excited about heirloom fruit trees, espalier, potager gardens, alternative building and community building strategies.  I live permaculture by growing a lot of my own food, producing grafted fruit trees for sale, designing permaculture and forest gardens and working as a permaculture trainer.  The topics below are just a few of those I can present on; please contact me on steveburns888@gmail.com so I can show you how to use these presentations as a fundraiser for your group.
Which of these are you most interested in….
The Heart of Permaculture design: 
design principles masterclass  (one day)
Permaculture is not just about gardening!  Get to the heart of true permaculture by learning how to apply permaculture design principles to any situation or design challenge.  
Many people have their ‘favourite example’ of each design principle, but you can also see multiple principles working together in the one application.  This workshop is great for both beginners and those with lots of permaculture experience.  I attended David Holmgren’s first Advanced Design Principles workshop in Calidornia in 2005 and have facilitated parts of the workshop with David in subsequent years.  This workshop is endorsed by David Holmgren.  Check out his 2002 book “Permaculture: Principles & Pathways beyond Sustainability” for more information on his 12 design principles – we’ll also look at some history of the use of design principles in permaculture and explain why different sets of principles are rattling around the Internet.
Favourite garden ideas I’ve stolen from the French: a potager garden tour (2 – 3 hrs)  
In the 1600’s, the French went crazy for pruning trees into 2 or 3 dimensional formal shapes, a technique known as espaliering.  They also loved formally structured gardens, but often those symmetrically arranged beds contained a huge variety of plants.  Potager garden is usually translated as ‘vegetable garden’, but potage literally means ‘soup’.  I think of a potager garden as not just the source of the herbs & vegetables for a hearty winter soup, but also, like that soup, a wild mix of all sorts of ingredients.   The beds of a potager garden contain vegetables, flowers, herbs, berries and fruit trees.  Is it time for permaculture to start using some of these classic French ideas, which are easily adapted to gardens on tiny urban lots?  Let me inspire you with a tour of several fantastic French gardens I’ve visited: Val Joanis (Provence), Le Priory D’Orsan (central France) and Potager de Roi (Versailles).  
Power up your community group! (2-3 hrs)  
This session is perfect for anyone who is part of a community group.  We’ll use one group as a case study, but the lessons apply to all groups.  This session will be highly interactive, so please come along with your own questions and examples.  You will get inspiration, plus practical ideas for your group and tips on how to avoid common problems.

I began Ballarat Permaculture Guild (BPG) in 2008.  It now has 170 financial members and over 400 in a FaceBook group.  We run Permaculture Design Courses, Introductory weekends, monthly practical skill workshops, permablitzes (single day working bees where 20-50 people establish permaculture gardens at private homes) and many social events, including pot luck dinners, produce swaps and “Permies at the Pub” (once a month drinks at a local bar).  We also bulk-buy tools, food and supplies (e.g. apple root stock for grafting days).  We had one government grant in 2011, but have otherwise grown entirely on self-funding and volunteer input.  I’ve been involved with many other community groups and have seen them rise and fall: what makes the difference?  Why does one group continue to thrive while another has a burst of activity then fades?  We’ll talk about governance structures, social connection, avoiding & handling conflict and managing the different personalities that always show up in community groups.
Can a permaculture be beautiful? (2 -3 hrs)  
Where do you stand?  Is your garden all about looking good, or all about being productive?  There’s a war between garden form and garden function: which trench are you in? 
Some people think permaculture is food gardening that uses lots of perennial plants in weird wobbly lines and odd shapes called mandalas, lets everything go to seed and the gardens end up looking like jungles (which is a polite way of saying they’re a tangled mess!).  Permies are seen as food production fascists who don’t care how their garden looks. 
In contrast, most people care a lot about how their garden looks: in fact, they think it is far more important than whether or not it is productive. This leads us to the bizarre phenomenon of a big square of raked gravel with a yucca plant and a water feature being called a ‘garden’ (how did that ever happen?)  
Beauty matters.  Permies can inadvertently get themselves into fights with clients because they ignore aesthetic concerns.  As service providers, we need to listen to our customers – but how do we do that while also challenging cultural norms and assumptions?   Does permaculture have to be messy?  I know someone whose front yard looks like a bomb site and she can’t work out why her neighbours don’t want to know about permaculture.  Let me share my simple subversive solution to this dilemma – and then let’s enjoy the lively debate that follows. (
Speed dating sustainable school gardens (1 hr)  

This session introduces teachers, parents and school gardeners to four diverse strategies for increasing the sustainability of school vegetable gardens.

As with speed dating, we won’t get to know each approach in detail, but you’ll learn the key facts and know enough to decide whether or not you want to learn more.  The topics introduced are:
1. Permaculture design principles.  Using a design approach that is inherently more sustainable because it follows natural principles observable in the wild.

2. Wicking beds. Create reservoirs within raised garden beds to save water and solve the dilemma of summer watering when schools are closed. 

3. Natural Playscapes (Rusty Keeler). Increase sustainability by making the garden a place children want to be in.  Rusty’s original ideas are expanded to include edible components.
4. Creative use of perennial plants. Get more bang for your buck.  Annual plants are less resilient than perennials, and unsuitable for some functions within the garden.  Perennial plants give different yields, create permanent structure for the garden, assist with integrated pest management and reduce the high labour needed for annual planting, harvesting.
There will be opportunity for questions at the end of the session.
Introduction to permaculture? (weekend)  

[Facilities required: access to developed permaculture site, undeveloped site, training room with data projection and refreshment/food heating facilities]

This workshop is suitable for people who have heard of permaculture but don’t really know what it is about.  Attendance required Friday night 6 – 9 pm and Saturday & Sunday 9 – 5 pm.  BYO lunch Saturday and Sunday.
Students meet on Friday night for a potluck dinner, where they get to know each other and hear a little about the history and scope of permaculture.  Saturday covers permaculture ethics and design principles, zone & sector analysis
