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DESIGN COURSE



Small Group Discussions of a Permaculture Principle (1-6) 40 mins

Working in 6 groups, discuss the design principle given to your group for 20 mins

Use the cards handed to your group of the principle, title, icon, proverb & picture to remind you of the presentation.

Discuss and record (as notes & butcher’s paper) one or more appropriate examples of this principle in the following domains.

•Biological Husbandry (landuse including, gardening, farming, animal husbandry, forestry,

aquaculture etc)

•Physical (non-living) Systems (materials, water & energy, construction, crafts and

technology)

•Human Organisation (personal & collective behaviour & invisible structures of community,

economy, land tenure & governance etc)

Your examples could be;

· useful species, (eg oaks, bamboo, guinea pigs)

· tools or technology (eg fire rake, bicycle, wood gasification)

· design or organisational systems (eg keyline, passive solar design, co-housing, LETS),

· strategies (eg “start at the back door”, integrate livestock in management of plantations and

· forests),

· techniques (eg sheet mulching, adobe construction, open space technology),

· skills (eg reading landscape, milking, scything),

· practices or behaviours (eg yoga, cleaning teeth, hitch hiking, dumpster diving)

Try to choose examples that make sense of the principle to your group and that might be relevant in

explaining the principle to others who know less about permaculture.

Present to whole group your group’s examples in 3 minutes.

Use the principle cards in introducing your presentation.

Briefly report on your group’s process including any consensus or debate around these examples.
