Exercise: Applying the Permaculture Principles
Completing this exercise several times will help you see where the principles apply, and also help you distinguish between the principles.

Activity:  Song writing 






	Principle
	Possible responses

	Observe & interact


	Go watch other songwriters at work.  Watch people react to different songs and songwriters.  Attend a song writers festival.  Collaborate with your audience; let them give you the set list, or suggest lyrics.

	Catch & store energy


	Write the lyrics down – don’t just sing them and forget them.

	Obtain a yield


	Sing for money.  Sell your songs.  Busk. Swap food or other goods for songs.

	Apply self-regulation & feedback


	Edit your own work; wait a few days and look again at a song to see what needs changing.  Share your drafts with constructive friends who know about music.  Have one play ‘devil’s advocate’ and find fault with the song.  Take care of your voice; get plenty of rest, drink lots of water.

	Use & value renewable resources & services
	Don’t use instruments... just your voice!  Take care of your voice.  Play acoustic.

	Produce no waste


	Burn your CD’s on demand.  Post your music in cyberspace.  Memorise your songs so you don’t need lyric sheets.

	Design from patterns to details


	Study the broad stylistic characteristics of different sorts of songs (e.g. pop songs vs country & western vs opera).

	Integrate rather than segregate


	Write lyrics and music.. design the album cover, direct the video clip... find a friend who can do all this for you!

	Use small & slow solutions


	Play small gigs.  Play in solo or duo formats rather than always wanting to have a full band with you.  Use backing tracks

	Use & value diversity


	Listen to World music.  Try writing songs in many different styles.  Collaborate with different artists.

	Use edge & value the marginal


	Keep listening to world music.  Play small gigs.  Use unusual instruments.  Busk.  Sing in another language.  Collaborate with different artists.

	Creatively use & respond to change


	If the market changes, be ready to change.  Know that you will change as an artist.


