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Permaculture Principles applied to Reading Landscape

(Sept 2010 – Aug 2012) 

1. Observe and Interact
Use all sense to observe.  Interact with the landscape by immersing yourself in it – bare feet, crawl along, climb trees, sit in the rain, stay immobile and silent for hours during both day and night and see what happens
2. Catch and store energy
Catch & store information.  Check your own store of observations and add to them.  Catch vernacular knowledge & add to scientific or official knowledge – increasing the store by valuing local knowledge which can be verified by observation.  Take photos, samples of soil or plants
3. Obtain a yield
The yield can be specific data for planning, planting, water systems, etc.  Other yields can be: deeper understanding of landscapes in general; a particular landscape in detail; a network of people interested in landscape reading; fruit, mushrooms, seedlings or seeds collected during landscape reading walks 
4. Accept self-regulation and feedback
What are your own limitations?  If you lack specific knowledge, go acquire it (join Field Nat’s, go into the bush with some field guides)  If you propose a theory and it is challenged, accept the feedback and reconsider.
5. Use & value renewable resources & services
Take advantage of trips which have other purposes (e.g. to shop) to carry out landscape observations, ask local residents, ask experts. People with knowledge are a renewable resource.
6. Produce no waste
The more valuable things were in traditional society, the higher value – to the point where things are not used because they are sacred.  Are there parts of the landscape that can be used and other parts that can be ‘reserved’?  
7. Design from patterns to details
Start with the big patterns when attempting to read the landscape – use detailed observation to contribute to understanding the big patterns.
8. Integrate rather than segregate
The process of reading landscape automatically involves the integration of geology, biology, botany, etc.
9. Use small and slow solutions
Walk, stop, stand, listen, look.  Don’t come to judgement too quickly.  Acknowledge larger time scale (both past & future).  Camp in the landscape.  Have a cuppa by the fire rather than rushing around with camera and clipboard.
10. Use and value diversity
Use a range of senses.  Observe from different vantage points. Walk at different times of the day and night.
11. Use edges and value the marginal
Focused sight vs peripheral vision.  Gather information from marginalized senses (anything other than sight, but particularly taste and smell)
12. Creatively use and respond to change
Don’t become set in your opinions or conclusions: be prepared to change interpretations.  Change of mind, change of data.  Find examples of changes over time (whether long term changes or changes observed by you over a few observation visits) – use that information in a creative way.
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